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Review
     This biography of Robert J. Smith pays homage to one of the prominent American architects of the Mid-century Modern period (1945-1970).  Of approximately 60 commissions in Illinois, Indiana and Ohio, Smith designed 20 houses in West Lafayette, Indiana between 1955 and 1972.  Beyond biography, Robert J. Smith, Architect contains archival material never before published, in particular, personal logs of Smith’s work between 1949 and 1973.
Robert J. Smith was a Professor of Architecture at the University of Illinois from 1948 until his retirement in 1975.  His original designs uniquely combined elements from Mies van der Rohe (glass window walls), Frank Lloyd Wright (symbiotic relationship between indoors and outdoors) and Joseph Eichler (post-and-beam construction).

Four of Smith’s houses in West Lafayette have received Sycamore Plaque recognition from the Wabash Valley Trust for Historic Preservation,
 Lafayette, Indiana.  In addition, the Curtis-Grace House was listed in the National Register of Historic Places on April 10, 2012—when Smith’s magnum opus was only 54 years old!

We offer this brief biography to you as a work in progress.  More information about Robert J. Smith is sure to follow as preservation of these remarkable properties continues into future generations.
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