
Sweta Baniya
From: Kathmandu, Nepal
Studies: Rhetoric and Composition

Why did you choose Purdue?
I choose Purdue because of it is one of the best schools in the U.S. for 
Rhetoric and Composition. The faculty at Purdue are great and I am 
keen to work under their supervision of achieving goals of my life.

What is your favorite fact about Purdue?
Purdue is technologically advanced and the ample amount of resourc-
es this university has always amazes me. Moreover, everywhere the 
people are so supportive giving a feeling that it is home.

Please briefly describe your research: 
Before coming to Purdue, I researched on pioneer songs of Nepal and 
how they served as “rhetoric of eros” and created their space in the 
realm of knowledge. Meanwhile, Nepal faced a big disaster during 
2015 and after coming to Purdue, I am researching on the use of dig-
ital media during disaster and how narratives float around the world 
through these mediums.

Name one to three words that best describes your work?
Research, Teaching, Writing.

Where do you spend most of your time on campus?
My office, Graduate Lab, Library.

If you have free time, how do you choose to spend it?
I hang out with friends, attend some social events on Campus or read 
book. But sadly, Graduate students don’t have (a lot of ) time!

Current mobile device/computer:
iPhone, Macbook Pro.

What apps, software, or tools can’t you live without?
Twitter, Facebook, Viber, Whatsapp, Instagram, DoubleMap (for bus), 
Google Maps (very important in the new world).

What’s your workspace setup like?   
My workspace setup is a desk, chair with a lot of space for books and 
papers! I have a white board and sticky notes to write things that I 
have to do. I need a lot of colorful pens and notebooks and I am al-
ways using them as I read and write for my classes or even make notes 
to teach my students. My laptop is my forever friend. I have to listen 
to music often times, so it is always there. But at times, I try to move to 
Graduate lounge or library just for a change. 

What’s your best time-saving shortcut?
I try to plan everything ahead of time and divide time. Whenever I am 
working, I don’t use any kind of social media. I plan breaks within my 
work and I do things that distracts or relaxes me. 

What’s your favorite to-do list manager?
I mostly use google calendar for all of my activities, but for daily to-do 
list it is my diary that keeps record of things that I have to do on a 
particular day (and sometimes sticky notes)!

Besides your phone 
and computer, what 
gadget can’t you live 
without?
Kindle.

What do you listen to 
while you work? 
While I am working, 
I enjoy listening to 
peaceful Disney Piano, 
some Buddhist mantras, 
some jazz in Pandora. 
But when I am writing 
and reading, I prefer 
silence.

What everyday thing are you better at than everyone else? 
Wake up early and get things done earlier in the day. I cultivated this 
I think I am abided by self-discipline and that is best part of my daily 
routine. Graduate school demands a discipline, I think this makes me 
accomplish my daily goals and in turn my overall larger goals. 

I’d love to see _________ answer these same questions.
Toni Morrisson, Junot Diaz, Margaret Atwood, Condolezza Rice, Mi-
chelle Obama! May be Mitch Daniels too!

What are you currently reading, or what is the last thing you read 
(aside from academic reading)? 
Drown and This Is How You Lose Her by Junot Diaz. The Setting Sun by 
Osamu Dazai.

What’s your sleep routine like? 
I am an early-riser. I teach at 7:30 in the morning so I have to wake up 
early morning and sleep at least 7 hours a day!

How do you recharge physically and/or mentally?
I enjoy walking a lot and walking around Purdue during Fall has been 
like a therapy for me. This is what I do to recharge myself. Walking is 
like a meditation to me.

What’s the best advice you’ve ever received?
Don’t dare to fail.

What is (are) your career goal(s)?
My long term goal is to write and research more about my country and 
to create a space of my country’s enormous cultural resources in the 
international knowledge arena. My personal short term goal after my 
PhD is to be able to teach more students, to research more.

Where can we 
find you on social 
media?
@Sunkesharee 
(Twitter) 
Blog: www.sweta-
baniya.wordpress.
com

How Grad Students Work



EXPLORE YOUR OPTIONS
PURDUE GRADUATE PROGRAMS

Find more information at purdue.edu/
gradschool/academics/
graduate-degree-programs

Purdue is centrally located in West 
Lafayette, Indiana - approximately two 
hours south of Chicago, Illinois and 
one hour north of Indianapolis, IN.

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE
Agricultural and Biological Engineering
Agricultural Economics
Agricultural Sciences Education and 
Communication
Agronomy
AAnimal Sciences
Biochemistry
Botany and Plant Pathology
Entomology
Food Science
Forestry and Natural Resources
Horticulture

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
Curriculum and Instruction
Educational Studies

COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING
Aeronautics and Astronautics
Biomedical Engineering
Chemical Engineering
Civil Engineering
Electrical and Computer Engineering
EEngineering Education
Engineering Management
Environmental and Ecoloigcal 
Engineering
Industrial Engineering
Interdisciplinary Engineering
Materials Engineering
MMechanical Engineering
Nuclear Engineering

COLLEGE OF HEALTH AND HUMAN 
SCIENCES
Consumer Science
Health and Kinesiology
Health Sciences
Hospitality and Tourism Management
Human Development and Family Studies
NNursing
Nutrition
Psychological Sciences
Public Health
Speech, Language, and Hearing Sciences

COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS
American Studies
Anthropology
Art
Communication
Comparative Literature
DDesign
English
History
Languages and Cultures
Linguistics
Philosophy
Political Sciences
SSociology
Theatre

KRANNERT SCHOOL OF 
MANAGEMENT
Business Analytics and Information 
Management
Economics
Finance
Global Supply Chain Management
MManagement
Marketing
Organizational Behavior and Human 
Resource Management

INTERDISCIPLINARY 
PROGRAMS
Defense Engineering and Technology
Biomedical Sciences
Ecological Sciences and Engineering
Information Security
Life Science

COLLEGE OF PHARMACY
Industrial and Physical 
Pharmacy
Medicinal Chemistry and 
Molecular Pharmacology
Pharmacy Practice

PURDUE POLYTECHNIC 
INSTITUTE
Aviation Technology and Management
Computer and Information Technology
Computer Graphics Technology
Construction Management Technology
Engineering Technology
TTechnology
Technology, Leadership, and Innovation

COLLEGE OF SCIENCE
Biological Sciences
Chemistry
Computer Science
Earth, Atmospheric, and 
Planetary Sciences
MMathematics
Physics
Statistics

COLLEGE OF 
VETERINARY MEDICINE 
Basic Medical Sciences
Comparative Pathobiology
Veterinary Clinical Sciences

Questions? Email gradinfo@purdue.edu


	Sweta-flyer
	Pereira, J - GA Spotlight Flyer-compressed

