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This Week on the Purdue Student Farm

Lettuce leaf our salad days of August behind us as the month
comes to a close, and reflect upon how apple season is already
here and in full swing. What even.

In case you were wondering, it has indeed been a bit warm; the
classes doing their lab work out here are absolute troopers and a

very great help, so many thanks to them all, especially those
who’ve been mustering through high tunnel work. The first
potatoes are out of the ground, and Chris and I have been kept
quite busy harvesting sweet corn and Honeycrisp apples from
Miegs in recent days. Compared to last autumn, after that
season’s late frost, having this much production from local trees
feels faintly ridiculous – if our luck keeps running this way, maybe
that elusive “good peach year” will be on our horizon.

Between our normal CSA harvests and the experiment related
produce, we’ve been on the edge of running out of bins and space
several times this week, resulting in some unconventional
workarounds such as: watermelons in the sinks and ungodly
pepper towers in the cooler. I’ve also gotten a chance to get a bit
more acquainted with the bin washer, and when you are the one
catching what goes through the machine, you are subsequently
entirely at the mercy of whoever is loading vegetables/bins into it.
It’s rare for this job to channel the same level of in-the-moment-
panic I experience when I’m losing in a video game, but that’s
apparently the best analogue I’ve got for trying (and failing) to
sanitize and stack bins for my coworkers’ amusement. It’s a
hectic time of year on its own, but temperatures like those of the
last few days mean that we have to be pretty mindful of ourselves
and keep an eye on each other. Be careful out there, folks! Stay
hydrated.
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Purdue Student Farm Student
Spotlight: Kennedy Jean

Hi, I’m Kennedy. I am a senior in Sustainable Food and Farming
Systems, with minors in Horticulture and Plant Biology, and a
certificate in Entrepreneurship and Innovation.

This past summer was my second season at the Student Farm. I
am also the unofficial collector of some of the “mutant”
vegetables that pop up on the farm sometimes.

I am from Lafayette, Indiana, and had gone to Purdue for
countless events during my childhood, so I knew I wanted to go
here. I didn’t grow up on a farm, but I do enjoy gardening and
caring for plants. I have a small garden at home.

I think my time interning at the Student Farm has been one of the
most fun things I have done. I enjoy learning how to help grow
and care for everything and actually do what I have been learning
in the classroom, and seeing how all the produce ends up in the
CSA. I have also had fun discovering all the different wild plants
and animals that we come across all the time. I have so many
neat pictures of toads, flowers, and stuff like that.

After graduation, I hope to come back to get a master’s degree in
Horticulture. After that, I am not 100% sure, I will see where the
road takes me.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Lauren Asprooth and Emily Usher
Presented at Growing Outreach
Conference

Dr. Lauren Asprooth (Postdoc) and Emily Usher (Project
Manager) presented “Farmer and stakeholder engagement
through the Diverse Corn Belt project” at the first annual Growing
Outreach Conference in Madison, WI last week.

New Publication from Drs. Bigelow,
Powlen, and Patton
Dr. Cale Bigelow, Dr. Jada Powlen and Dr. Aaron Patton are
co-authors on recently published open access publication:
“Management strategies for preventing and recovering from
bermudagrass winter-kill” in Crop, Forage and Turfgrass
Management.

HLA Bowling Team
Our team Good Thyme Gang played against Bowling
Problem Monday afternoon at Mike Aulby’s Arrowhead Bowl for
Week 2 of the Purdue Staff and Students league. We won 4 out of
8 points, placing our team in 8th.

In the Women’s Category: Alexandra Jewell placed 1st with
scratch game scoring a 214 and placed 1st with scratch series
scoring a 575.

In the Men’s Category: Chris Adair placed 3rd with scratch game
scoring a 211.
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This Week in the Jules Janick
Horticulture Garden
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Symposium: Celebrating the Research
Legacy of Dr. Cary Mitchell
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HLA 2024 Fall Seminar Series

 

 

Purdue Hydroponics and Greenhouse
Crop Production Webinar Series

Register for the Purdue Hydroponics and Greenhouse Crop
Production Webinar Series.

Newsletters:
Facts for Fancy Fruits: https://fff.hort.purdue.edu

Vegetable Crops Hotline: https://vegcropshotline.org/

Purdue Landscape
Report: https://www.purduelandscapereport.org
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