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Snyder

Dorothy Snyder, a BLSC graduate student , spent  two weeks this semester in
West  Af rica as part  of  Purdue Peace Project  to help create peaceful
resolut ions for conf lict s in communit ies.

Snyder is in her third year as a doctoral student  in the Brian Lamb School of
Communicat ion in organizat ional rhetoric with a minor in women’s, gender, and
sexualit y studies.

Because she is not  current ly teaching in a classroom she was able to t ravel to
Ghana, West  Af rica as part  of  the Purdue Peace Project  (PPP).  She believes
PPP gives her the chance to inf luence society in a meaningful way.

“I want  to do something that  would have an actual impact  on people and be
able to get  outside the walls of  academia,” Snyder said.

The Purdue Peace Project ’s main goal is to eliminate violence in conf lict -
prone regions of  West  Af rica by assist ing local leaders in creat ing peaceful
resolut ions.  With only eight  members, the group revolves around teamwork
and collaborat ive ideas. Kelly Vibber, a research graduate assistant  in the
Purdue Peace Project , believes that  every member involved brings new
innovat ive ideas to the table to help local leaders in Af rica.

“All of  the team members bring a dif ferent  background and perspect ive to the
issues, which makes for a product ive and synergist ic working environment ,”
Vibber said.
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Kai Kuang, another graduate research assistant  in Purdue Peace Project ,
f inds the mot to of  the PPP to f it  their mission well. She agrees that  the goal
of  PPP is to “promote peace through local act ion” and that  is why they select
small scale act ion to ensure success.

Synder become involved in this close knit  group in the spring of  2012 and she
assisted in Ghana f rom Nov. 1-13 of  this year. While overseas she worked with
local leaders in the Nandom dist rict  and the rural communit ies to clear up
confusion about  land disputes.

Snyder worked direct ly with the Elders in these communit ies to gain a bet ter
understanding of  how dif ferent  plots of  land were divided in the past  to help
the farmers in the area come to a compromise on the land boundaries.

She explained how much these communit ies st ill rely on word of  mouth f rom
the Elders for informat ion, which has caused conf lict  over land ownership.
 While working with farmers and local leaders to come to a f inal decision on
land boundaries, the Purdue Peace Project  helps these communit ies write up
documents for concrete proof  in the future.

As an advocate for communicat ion, Snyder found her init ial experience in
Berekum, Af rica, to be especially signif icant . Af ter 14 years of  a crumbling
chief taincy that  lef t  roads, schools, and all funding at  a standst ill, Berekum
f inally elected a chief  to help bring the town back together. As a symbolic
gesture, the fountain that  sat  dilapidated in the center of  the town was
refurbished and presented at  the annual Harvest  Fest ival.

“As someone so involved in the art  of  communicat ion, this gesture speaks
volumes to me,” Snyder said. This fountain stood for much more than just
aesthet ic appeal, it  was a symbol of  a town coming together af ter more than
a decade.”

Snyder intends to stay involved with Purdue Peace Project  unt il she graduates
in 2015. She hopes to carry the opportunit ies and experiences gained in PPP
throughout  her career and cont inue to make a dif ference for others in the
future.

By Sarah Whiteside
Junior, Public Relat ions/Polit ical Science
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